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All of Hotel Horizon’s rooms have a picturesque view of Sutton’s mountains and valleys. H6TEL HORIZON

FAMILY-FRIENDLY HOTEL HORIZO
0 SKI' SLOPES IN SUTTO

HANDY

ROCHELLE LASH
Hotel Intel

Pure and simple, Hotel Horizon
is a perfect match for the pictur-
esque mountain region of Sutton
in the Eastern Townships.

Horizon is part of the Hutto-
pia empire of glamping resorts,
which operates in France, New
Hampshire and Maine, and has
plans for California and the
Adirondacks.

Huttopia bought the 1960s-era
Hotel Horizon, gutted it and
created a modern, airy take on
amountain lodge, with a stone
fireplace in the lobby, pine-pan-
elled walls and coffee tables
made of tree stumps. Minimalist
look, maximum convenience and
country ambience.

I was all set for a snowy
sojourn, heading for two ski
adventures: the glades and
moguls of Mont Sutton, which
has great ticket deals (an amaz-
ing Spring Pass, and options that
bring one day down to approx-
imately $55); and the glorious
trails at Plein Air Sutton, an
idyllic outdoor centre with snow-
shoeing and cross-country skiing
through the woods.

The scene: I take my hat off to
Horizon’s original builder. The

hotel has a wonderful location,
exactly halfway between Sutton
village and the Mont Sutton

ski area. (It’s two kilometres
each way.) High up on a hill and
surrounded by huge evergreen
trees, Horizon overlooks Sutton’s
mountains and valleys, and all
the rooms have large windows
with this pastoral view. The hotel
also has an indoor pool and hot
tub — an exceptional feature, and
so popular with the kids.

Horizon is a three-star hotel
(out of a possible five), so it’s
comfortable and family-friendly,
not luxurious. It doesn’t have an
elevator or phones in the rooms,
but in keeping with its outdoorsy
vibe, it has a firepit blazing on the
patio at night and a large terrasse
off the dining room for spring
and summer. The lobby multi-
tasks as a fireplace lounge and
apres-ski bar, and Bistro Horizon
cooks up creative fare.

Hotel Horizon has 24 comfy
rooms, seven of them for couples
and 17 tailored for families of
four, with bunk beds. The decor
is rustic-modern, with pine-pan-
elled walls, white duvets and
pristine, white-tiled bathrooms.
It’s a no-frills look, but there are
amenities such as hair dryers,
flat-screen TVs, coffee machines
and toiletries by Oneka of nearby
Frelighsburg.

Dining: Bistro Horizon’s chef,
Hugo Dupuy, is from France and
has fashioned an unusual, global
menu using Quebec’s rich agri-
cultural bounty, with vegetarian
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Known for its glade skiing, Mont Sutton offers a five-day lift ticket deal for

about $55 a day. Jp savaria

and gluten-free options. Produce
suppliers include Ferme Racine
et Fils in Dunham and Ferme Les
Carottés in Brigham.

Dinner appetizers ($10-$15)
include smoked herring from
Gaspé, served Scandinavian style
with potato salad; paté of Quebec
foie gras and Brome Lake duck,
in pastry; black pudding (boudin
noir); and a mildly spicy bowl

of rice, tempeh and vegetables.
Main courses ($16-$32) include
seared cod with potato purée and
garlic cream; grilled steak with
Cognac sauce and fries; pork
from nearby Selby Farm, braised
with cabbage; spicy Indian vege-
table balls with masala and curry;
and linguine in lobster bisque.
Mont Sutton: Sutton has invested
$1.3 million in snow-making and

Hotel Horizon: 450-538-
3212, hotelhorizon-sutton.
com; 297 Maple Rd., Sutton.
Packages with Mont Sutton
and Balnea Spa in Bromont.
Bistro Horizon: Thurs.-Sat.
from 5:30 p.m.; bar from
3:30 p.m.; expanded hours
during holidays/spring break.
Raclette Night on Thursdays
(in addition to menu).
Lodging rates: King rooms
(some with baths) $125-$165;
family rooms $160-$225, for
two adults and two children.
Including Wi-Fi, continental
breakfast, indoor pool/hot
tub, game room, in-room
coffee/tea, laundry room,
summertime tennis courts.
Ski-Dodo-Ski packages
(montsutton.com), with 1%
days of skiing at Mont Sutton,
start at $238 for two.

Mont Sutton: 866-538-2545,
montsutton.com. Deals in-
clude an every-Friday season
pass at $171 (including 25 per
cent off other days); al %2-
day ticket for the price of one
day (weekdays); the Sutton 5
Card ($270, five full days, any
time); and the Spring Pass
($99, all days from March
20).

Plein Air Sutton: 450-538-
6464, pleinairsutton.ca;
rentals/trails free for 12 and
under.

Sutton Tourism: 800-565-
8455, infosutton.com
Eastern Townships: 800-
355-5755, easterntownships.
org

grooming for the 2019-2020 sea-
son (and a total of $3.5 million
since new ownership in 2016),
so runs including Alouette,
Cascade, Cendrillon, Youppe-
Youppe and Miracle will have a
longer season.

Sutton’s newest snow sport is
cardio-busting alpine touring — a
steady uphill climb through a
birch forest and down through
mountain glades.

Off the slopes, Sutton has
upped its food game with new
soups at the cosy summit chalet
Alt. 680 m. Le Petit Tuckerisa
handy grab-and-go counter for
pastries, sandwiches, coffee and
beer.

Serious apres-skiers hang out
at Bar Le Tucker, which presents
singers and musicians on Thurs-
days and Fridays. Watch for
Sutton’s cool new outdoor bistro
for sunny springtime beverages
and bites.

10 ADVERTISE PLEASE CALL

314-981-2019
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GREEN MOUNTALN SUTTES
HGTEL

401 Dorset St, South Burlington, VT 05403, USA

www.greenmountainsuites.com

Experience all the Charm of a Boutique Vermont Country Inn. Escape to beautiful
Burlington, Vermont starting at $109/night weekdays and $129/nt. weekends. Luxurious
One-Bedroom Suite includes Fireside Breakfast served each morning. Includes Fireside

Reception with Beer, Wine and Dinner weekdays. Heated Indoor Pool/Jacuzzi &

Exercise facility. Walking distance to University Mall and close to Lake Champlain and
the Church Street Marketplace. Promotional rate may not be available during select

periods including Feb 14-22.
Contact hotel for more information.

Toll-free reservations 866.337.1616
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SMART SUITES

www.smartsuiteshurlington.com

1700 Shelburne Rd., So. Burlington, Vt.

Toll free 877-862-6800

Come and enjoy our hospitality. FALL-WINTER RATES: Studio $85 US/night and one-bedroom
suite $95 US/night, including a deluxe continental breakfast and free WIFI. Mention The
Gazette special. Not valid with any other discounts and may not be available on certain week-
ends. Rates in effect until May 1st. Take Exit 13 off I-89, left on Rt 7/Shelburne Rd.

for 1.5 miles. Same entrance as Holiday Inn Express.




